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W elcome to Commencement at the University of West Georgia! An 
academic commencement is unlike any other ceremony. The importance 
of the occasion is underscored by the use of symbols and traditions which 
have their origins in the medieval academies. The academic dress, the mace, 
many of the words we use, and even the diplomas themselves derive from a 
long and distinguished academic history. 

We hope you will take time to look through this program. In it, you will 
find explanations of some of the customs and symbols you will witness 
today. We hope your understanding of these academic traditions will add 
to your enjoyment of the commencement ceremony.

We are happy to have you with us today as we celebrate the achievements of 
our graduates.

Welcome!

Alma Mater

Officially Adopted Spring 1984
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Fall Semester Graduate Commencement
December 13, 2024 | The Coliseum

CALL TO ORDER   Dr. Jennifer Jordan
   Associate Vice President for Student Affairs

NATIONAL ANTHEM   Justin Harris 
 Bass-baritone

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS   Dr. Ashwani Monga
   Interim President

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES   Dr. Jon A. Preston
   Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs

   Dr. André L. Fortune
   Vice President for Student Affairs

   Dr. Mike Dishman
   Dean of the College of Education

   Clint Samples
   Interim Dean of the College of  Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences

   Dr. Renee Butler
   Interim Dean of the Dr. James 'Earl' Perry College of Mathematics, Computing,  

         and Sciences

   Dr. Christopher Johnson
   Dean of the Richards College of Business

   Dr. Karen Owen
   Dean of University College and Honors College

   Dr. Oliver Duah
   Interim Dean of the Tanner Health System School of Nursing

   Dr. Matt Varga
   Dean of the Graduate School

   Dr. Brad Yates
   Dean of the School  of Communication, Film, and Media 

   Anne Barnhart
   Professor and Head of Outreach & Assessment for Ingram Library
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HOODING OF DOCTORAL CANDIDATES Dr. Jesse Brock 
  Limited Term Professor

  Dr. Ryan Bronkema 
  Interim Chair of the Department of Counseling, Higher Education and 

Speech-Language Pathology

  Dr. Georgia Evans 
  Clinical Assistant Professor of Leadership, Research, and School Improvement

  Dr. Katy Green 
  Professor of Special Education

  Dr. Su Jara-Pazmino  
  Assistant Professor of Sport Management, Wellness, and Physical Education

  Dr. Michele Pinellas 
  Clinical Assistant Professor of Counseling 

  Dr. Elizabeth Pope 
  Associate Professor of Educational Research 

  Dr. Natasha Ramsay-Jordan 
  Associate Professor of Early Childhood Through Secondary Education 

  Dr. Jean Ferguson Ruffin
  Assistant Professor of Leadership, Research, and School Improvement 

  Dr. Reena Viswanath 
  Assistant Professor of Counseling, Higher Education, and Speech-Language 

Pathology

  Dr. Julia Whisenhunt 
  Professor of Counselor Education

INDUCTION INTO ALUMNI ASSOCIATION Christopher Sanders
   Chair of Alumni Association Board of Directors

ALMA MATER  . Justin Harris

FACULTY MARSHAL  Dr. Kimberly Green
  Professor of Management

MACE BEARER  Dr. Trina Wood
  Assistant Department Chair  and Lecturer of Special Education

Fall Semester Graduate Commencement
December 13, 2024 | The Coliseum
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Dear UWG Graduate,

On behalf of the University of West Georgia, it is my honor and privilege to congratulate you on this exceptional achievement! This milestone 
is a moment you and your loved ones can truly celebrate.

Earning your degree is a profound accomplishment, but it is also a beginning. Your time at UWG has equipped you with knowledge, skills, 
and experiences that will open doors to meaningful opportunities, inspire new journeys, and position you to make an indelible impact in your 
communities and beyond.

As a UWG graduate, you are a vital part of this university’s story. You have been part of wonderful student experiences that have prepared 
you for the world ahead, and your journey as an alum begins here. Your continued engagement and support will strengthen the value of your 
degree and the experiences of those who follow in your footsteps.

The world needs your insights, your passion, and your creativity. Go forward as a proud alum of UWG and make a meaningful difference in all 
you pursue.

Go West and Go Wolves! 

A Message from President Monga

Ashwani Monga, Ph.D. 
Interim President 
University of West Georgia
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Degree Candidates

Master of arts in teaching

Monica Alexander
Tamika Glover Anthony
Isiah L. Arvin
Lauren Victoria Austin
Emily Ayer
Yashofana Baht El
Ashlie Lynn Blalock
Monica Blount
Aniyah Simone Borders
Hannah Bly Bullock
Khandis Isoke Butler
Charma Carroll
Kate L. Caspersen
Ronnisha Denise Clinkscales
Anthony Tyrone Criswell Jr.
Niagel Curtis
Bo Ryan Dettmering
Elaine Carlson Dorland
Joreal Vanay Eady
Daniel Scott Eason
Jeannie Marie Evans
Javan Latrice Gill
Savannah Grayson Glover
Ty Gordon
Yolanda Yvette Hale
Valerie LaShay Harvey
April Griffith Hill
Mona Hilson Lavache
Ryan Jackson
NyShawn Nycole Jenkins
Jeanie Jewell
Shelley Jordan
Lateysha M. Knight
Jontae Malik Leggett
Julie Mathews
Christopher Lee May
Shamina Lakiesha McCartney
Kalyn Elizabeth Milton
Kristeen Nash
Shakerra Dameka Neely
Rosalind Nixon
Lisa Nolton
Turoko Michelle Oliver
George Carey Patrick III
Ashley Patterson
Britney Taylor Petrosky
Keriston Renee Provost
Sydney Jordan Robinson
Ra'Kierra Tricha' Rogers

College of Education
Edwin Yael Romero
Learie Sandy
Lorenzo Nigel Simmons
Marcus Wayne Skiles
Christina Carlile Smith
Emileigh Abigail Smith
Montez Keon Swinney
Mikala Ilexxus Terry
Phadra Jenae Thomas
Tamesia S. Walton
Rylie Wilson

Master of education

College Student Affairs Administration
Matthew James Mendoza
Kathrynne Emmalyne Verheyn

Elementary Education
Sharon Nicole Amador
Samantha Faye Atcheson
Jillian Loren Auxford
Ashanti Genai Banks
Bonnie Baxley
Shannon Lashay Bennett
Stacy Rocquel Biggs-Barron
Bailey Mae Boswell
Maci Lynn Brannon
Kaston Elizabeth Caldwell
Mary Cameron
Alyssa Rhiannon Chandler
Rebecca Lee Clinton
Amanda Lynn Coe
Kristen Bradford Cook
Annaliese Autry Cope
Candice Emillia Dalrymple
Hannah McKenzie Dickey
Monica Danielle Doolittle
Torey Rene Duhon
Hannah McKenzie Entrekin
Angela Factor
Brittany Geithman
Garielle Hawes
Matthew Martin Haynes
Nichola Sierra Herman
Brooke Hicks
Kayla Denise Homan
Katie Hunter
Brianna Hyde
Stephanie Irving
Kendall Alexis Jackson
Evelyn Laurel Jones

Ellen Kaltenbacher
Emily Abigail Keeble
Emaleigh Madison Kish
Gabbrielle Jasmine Lackey
Rista Raquell Rogers Lannom
Kayla Lynn Laukka
Lisa Thompson Lewis
La'Teisha Mishawn Lynum
Julie Nicole Martin
Aaron Mark Mason
Talin Mason
Tiffany McKibben
Ashley Danielle Miller
Jill Marie Morrow
Macaely Grace Nix
Ixcel Ortiz
Tatyona Renae Owens
Kindell Reeves Padgett
Christen Hannah Peek
Jaime Kay Pennington
Elise Katelyn Perez
Victoria Candace Rainey
Javonne M. Roman
Ashlyn Rene' Sewell
Madison Taylor Shadrix
Abigail Hope Smith
Stephanie Brooke Sorrells
Kristi Nicole Stephens
Lauren Deshion Stephens
Pamela Maria Timbs
Laykin Ford Toney
Yaneli Figueroa Torres
Abby Grace Townsend
Jillian Jeanette Trowell
Alexis Marie Turner
Sara Vogel
Linda Jill Walden
Molly Caitlin Welch
Eugenia Leigh Weldon
Meagyn Stokes Wilkie
Rebecca Lynn Williams
Laquita Shanice Woods
Jessica Haelan Yun

Instructional Technology, Media, and 
Design

Kelly Amante
Anna Kathryn Arrowood
Judith Cagle Barber
Nicole Alisha Barone Richey
Ann Elizabeth Blaauw
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Jackson Thor Blount
Marlee Nicole Maneri Cadorette
Stephen Cagle
William Daniel Cofield
Jimmy Allen Countryman III
Peggy Cowan
Stephanie Ross Daley
Shauni Cheyanne Derington
Melissa Ann Duchaine
Danielle Durand
Jennifer Earnest
Ginger Eberhard
Emily Poplin Elliott
Ashley Dianne Frew
Jessica Catlin Gaskin
Riley Graham
Courtney Howe
Pa'Tricka Zhane Isom
Marcus Earl Johnson
Fatima Khalid
Mesha Nicole Lovelace
Kristopher McCoy II
Laura Caroline Motes
Kenia Palacios-Piedra
Matthew Ryan Pavlak
Blake Pinto
Heather Postier
Patricia Jane Price
Whitney Emeline Rampley
Kate Robertson Arrowood
Jennifer Spicer
Alyssa Swords
Valerie Walcott
Kimiun Devonte Woods
Kaelyn Nichole Wright
Angela Yeager
Angela Kennedy Zimmer

Physical Education
Brian Doyle Anderson
Margaret Elizabeth Bagwell
Brett Aaron Bishop
Isaiah Carnell Brooks
Timothy Michael Coe II
Paige McNeely Conner
Anthony Birdel Everett Jr.
Marc Matthew Fordham
Tristan James Hamilton
Amanda Johnson Heil
Justice Lane
Margaret Moore
Carirosa Joyce Powell
Ian David Sellars
Brett Lee Shedd
Derrick Shedd
Ashley Lynn Siatkowski
Tyler Joseph Teknipp

Rita A. Valeriani Verde
Lakeyda Iyanna Zackery

Professional Counseling
Mayson E. Brandon
Ricia T. Cooks
David Lee Cunningham Jr.
Karsten Friske
Willajoya Carter Hicks
Mary-Elizabeth Linsey Jones
Nakia Lewis
Lillian Rose Mallette
Mylaziá Lon'ye Olowe
Lauren Elizabeth Parker
Karlita Reese
Jade C. Smith
Bethany Carolyn Taylor
Stephen Blake Wingo
Kirsten Zahn

Reading Instruction
Melissa Lyn Bradley
Brittany Nicole Brock
Catherine Chaviano
Elise Marie Corvey
Dawn Marie Erickson
Jaya Fannin
Jennifer Lynn Frey
Keri Denise Huggins
Stephen Michael Lindsay
Anna Jane Machado
Amy Elizabeth Malone
Kristin Farrar McCown
Caroline Shealy Millard
Sarah Peterson
Marcie Pietrofere
Katherine Murray Plunkett
Aleya Marie Sapp
Jenni Leavelle Wheeler
Latisha Monique White
Wynter Christian Whitley 

Special Education
Maria Anwer
Allison Michelle Bearden
Francina Lorisa Blackwell
Blakely Joseph Blair
Winfred LaMonteaire Bumper
Hannah Rae Carlile
Elizabeth Ann Chirico
Karlye Elyse Claxton
D`Mya B. Cooper
Kawanda Latrice Davis
Amanda Panter Eckles
Wendy Flournoy
Sheila Ann Glover
Justin Anthony Grove
Jessica Owen Guthrie

Chandra Tamika Guy
Katherine Elizabeth Hargette
Michelle Marie Harvey
Kenneth Matthew Hensley
Tina Walker Holcomb
Kelsie Marie Horton
Lisa Ann Isbell
Kristie Rae Johnson
Stacy DeAnne King
Mary Kathryn Lambert
Rayven Lawrence
Pollyanna Long
Celeste Massey- Brooks
Stephen C. Miller
Emma Elizabeth Cole Nelson
Janet Anne Nottingham
Nicole O'Dell
Deanna Reynolds
Andrew Joseph Richardson
Brenda Rumple
Joseph Showers
Cindy Stavely-Hudgins
Diana Uriostegui
Kelly Michelle Williams
Doreen D. Wisdom

Master of science         
Sport Management

James Brooks
Addison Lenore Browder
Markie-Rae Dean
Maurice Renard Green Jr.
Dalemarco L. Hodges Jr.
Kiara Shanece Jackson
Jerry Dewayne Mays II
Michael Pannell
Angelique Andrea Plain
Logan Douglas Potts
Emberley Robinson
Brady J. Simpson
Ashley Sinhthavongsa

specialist in education 
Educational Leadership

Jason Matthew Burke
Kerry Ann Davis
Bianca Shavon Griffin-Richards
Cassandra Jill Griffis
Crystal Gaines Hart
Angela Dianne Haynes
Logan Malm
Andrea Marler Pender
Brooke Elizabeth Sellars
Michael Robert Stanton
Jesse Bernard Williams
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Elementary Education
Jewel Louise Anderson
Marie McKenzie Anderson
Tanya Renee Andrews
Delara Lee Angle
Kara Linzey Baxter
Kendall Bennett
Heather Katie Bishop
Melanie Crowder Bishop
Anna Elizabeth Brink
Shantelle Brown
Brooke Hambrick Brumbelow
Rebekah Buchanan
Crystal Mitchell Caldwell
Jennifer Lee-Ann Callebs
Savannah Tennille Canady
Laurel Grace Carter
Torie Walker Claybaugh
Mary Ashleigh Elizabeth Coleman
Ashley Cravens
Kristen Davis
Kayley DeVoe
Brittney Victoria Dix
Sarah Kay Dobbs
Iris Yvette Downs
Cari Amanda Finley
Madison Haley Flowers
Amanda Focht
Shivaughn George
Ronald Lee Gerald
Karly Patterson Gibbs
Nyasha Tamar Grant
Rita Nsikak Grant
Julianna Trent Griffies
Deja Brion Hall
Megan Lee Hannifin
Karen Hayes
Jordan Taylor Hemphill
Casey L. Hice
Dell Renee' Hickman
Rhea Kelly Holford
Casey Jenkins
Sarah Elizabeth Johnson
Jo Ann Jones
Lyndsey Sarah Jones
Emone Joseph
Jessica Haley Kelley
Andrea Marie Mason
Scarlett Lee McCurry
Dana McLeod
Keisha Motes
Jennifer Anne Murphy
Kelli Manning Orman
Brittany Breyona Parks
Karrie L. Perrin
Rebecca Marie Ritch

Kathryne E. Roberts
Kennedy Ann Roberts
Rachel Rodgers
Courtney Savala Davis
Bridgette Michaela Scagnelli
Mignon Shoats
Rickey E. Smith Sr.
Peyton Melissa Stewart
Alexcine Stewart-Dixon
Kari Tanner
Mary Elizabeth Washington
Crystal Mae White
Mimi Israel'l Williams

Instructional Technology, Media, and 
Design

Vickie Abu-Shmais
Alicia Marie Acton
Tonya D. Agnew
Rachel Michelle Aiken
Mercy I. Aikhionbare
Kristine Evangelista Albertson
Brittany Alexander
Alexus Ton-nesha Allen
Tania Alvarez
Kelsey Briona Anderson
Lindsay Taylor Anderson
Courtney M. Aquilino
Wesley McBrayer Auld
Dawn-Anne Bailey-Carter
Almeda Michelle Banther
Jasmine Barner
Nakia Barnes
Mac Bradley Barron
Susan Marie Baum
Victoria Lynne Bennett
Briana Leigh Boatner
Jennifer Bobb
Patricia R. Bonner
Savannah Faye Booth
Anthony Leo Bowens Jr.
Seth J. Boyett Sr.
Kimberly Kirby Bragg
Donna Bresnan
Holly Bailey Brown
Michelle Marie Burns
Kendall Smart Burrus
Dorrina Antoinette Cain
Aaron Cody Campbell
Jordan Cantelmo
Laura Madeline Carmichael
Karlie Austin Caulk
Chelsea Marie Chandler
Frances Renee Chandler
Paige Nicole Chandler
Jessica Laine Clark
Ashley Blair Clody

Areia Denise Cobb
Jodie S. Cohen
Jonathan Jeffery Collins
Chloe Sophia Combs
Andrea Charlette Coston
Callen Danae Cowart
Celeste Lyles Coyle
Todd Jamison Crafton
Kristen E. Crain
Tabatha Renee Cyprian
Stephanie Lynn Day
Tracy Demkowski
Amanda Lynn Dennis
Cami Dixon
Melissa Donaldson
Dominique Dakota Doomstorm
Haley Christine DuCharme
Michael J. Eber
Lisa Marie Edwards
Jhone Eleise Epps
Rachel Ewing
Leslie Renee Fagin
Derigious Dantiano DeVry Ferrell
Jenna Fischer
Abby Fitzpatrick
Joshua Bernard Flowers
Alexandrea Minick Friedrich
Harold Kurt Funderburk
Blakelee Noelle Gibson
Adam Gillhouse
Christin Gonzales
Beth Ann Granger
Stacie Rivers Graves
Paula K. Griffin
Caren Elizabeth Grotke
Donna Marie Hall
Cara Serena Hamilton
Karlean Elizabeth Hampton
Elizabeth Leipold Hance
Monica Michelle Haney
Madison D'Ann Hardesty
Christina Grace Harris
Jeffrey Scott Hausdorf
Brook Heard
Erin Taylor Henderson
Daphne Renee Hernandez
Ivy Herrington-Nobles
Barkley Kasmer Hessler
Stacey Nicole Hirshfield
Michael Steven Hodorowski
Gina N. Howard
Dennis C. Howell
Danielle Danner Huff
Millicent Yvette Hunt
Lauren Jackson
Marchan Jackson
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Rachel Michelle Jackson
Kimberly Renee Jeffries
Erin Wall Jezerinac
Alnita Johnson
Amber Johnson
Catherine Fairchild Johnson
Chloe S. Johnson
Emmelyn Bratschi Johnson
Jordan Christian Johnson
Ashley Nicole Johnston
Vivian Anne Jones
Pankaj Khazanchi
David Eston King
Matthew King
Ashley Kirby
Lisa Kirk
Shweta Kothari
Conner Krieger
Astha Kumari
Brandon Lane
April R. LaRue
Douglas Roger LaVigne
Lori F. LaVoy
Deanthony Keon Lewis
Elizabeth Lewis
Gail Grace Lindsay
Madison Davis Lockridge
Cody Lones
Brian Weslie Long
Teresa Lopez
Chadwick Joel Luther
Kathryn Anne McCrosson Mackie
Anna Rhnea Mahaney
Catherine M. Mardis
Sharon Lynn Marsh
Kenneth James Mayes Jr.
Heather Marie Mayne
Hannah Rae McCain
Cody McCance
Betty Maria McCardle
Andreal Jemere' McCurty
Heidi Elizabeth McElhaney
Keri Alexandra McGinnis
Neil Francis McGowan
Wastell McNeil
Katie Lane Melton
Jennifer Diane Mercure
Kathleen Merrill
Abbery Chantel Milhouse-Cunningham
Matthew Craig Milligan
Liane Elizabeth Moler
Nicholas Moore
Adriane Lindsey Moreland
Keelan O'Donnell Morhaus
Valerie Morris
Kendall Raven Mortensen

Joyce Missildine Myrick
Lisa Patricia Neary
Lakisha Noble
Sheila Nunn
Matthew Ryan Park
Courtney Stowe Parris
Amber Louise Parrish
Erica Chloe Pater
Mason Kenneth Patton
Cathyann Peng
John Michael Peterson
Ashley Marie Plante
Hannah Elizabeth Pledger
Erika Denise Porter
Stephanie Catherine Postell
Sonja Powell
Cherelle Owusu Prempeh
Heather V. Price
Julia Rachkovskiy
Amy Elizabeth Rainey
María Elena Ramsey
Gabrielle Jaclyne Ratliff
Malarie Margaret Redding
Jacob Rich
Ashley Nicole Riner
Kaylee Ann Roberts
MacKenzie Caitlin Rochelle
Dana M. Rogers
Catherine Emilie Rose
Ashley Nicole Ruis
Robin Katrina Ryan
Sanna Deen Sallah
Rachael Amanda Sanford
Lauren Elizabeth Sarnacki
Brittnee Mishelle Schoen
Cynthia Erin Schopke
Jessica Schymanski
Arthia Amanda Scott
Toni Jessica Sessions
Alexander Shannon
Nathaniel Ryan Sharp
Tressa Shields
Janice Rachel Shively
Loysavanh Simmasouk
Tangela N. Sims
Hope Shenea Smalls
Christy Jean Smith
Jameyan Bernarris Smith
Cassidy Autumn Smithson
Sara Ann Snow
Markia Sherelle Sopson
Rosalyn Spann
Russell Weston Spicer
Anna Elizabeth Stanton
Angela Michelle Steedley
Laura Ashley Stell

Adele Lynn Stevens
Sabine Stoffle
Jake Douglas Storey
Joseph F. Stradley
Brandi Streetman
Tianna Dionne Stroud
Allerie Sweet
Thomas More Jefferson Swope
Aimee Carol Tait
Lisa Tatum
Jennifer Lee Thomas
Corey Mitchell Tobin
Derek Michael Tobin
Kaci Floyd Todd
Spencer Tolbert
Sharon Tucker
Jessica Evelyn Vaca
Tracy Lynn VanDrisse
Katherine Ann Bourke Wasson
Megan McMahon Weaver
Sharia D. West
Emily Jane Whittier
Kelly Wiggins
Darrell Germaine Williams-Guillory
Shelley Kerr Wilson
Markia Sellers Woods
Elizabeth Lawson Yale

Professional Counseling
Brandon Anthony Bogues
Lara Muma Bramel
Addalynn J. Calhoun
Ashley Chennault Clay
Tiffany Hairston Cox
Michelle Evette Dotson
April Bass Gano
Shay Elizabeth Haynes
Belina Marie Hughes
Janay Jacqueline Ingram
Saadia Lynell Borders Johnson
Marcus Lance Jones
Tatyana Lashay Jones
Angelica Gibbons McDaniel
Tamara Chanelle McNeil
Megan S. Mitchell
Madonna Adelia Owens
Kyler Trenea Phelps
Kristin Jasona Pittman
T'Shunta Rambert
Dana Rizk
Mayra Alejandra Rodriguez-Cherniack
Kimberly Roland
Alleyah R. Sims
Jennifer Brook Sullivan
Joshua VanClaude Prince Swain
Virginia Synan
Shantel Tiera Turner
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Shunterica Renee Whitehead
Monet Symone Williams

Secondary Education
Ryan Lee Baker
Tavoris Brown
Ann Caravella
Annette Lashawn Cooper
Nichelle Amelia Cox
Courtney Deravi Cruver
Carol Lynn Miller Franklin
Courtnie Nicole Fulcher
Montezia D. Hadley
Mack Hardwick
Austin Lee Harper
Laney Caroline Henson
John Austin Hilton
Walter Adam Holt
Lauren Rose Donnenfeld Ivey
Edom Mekonnen Leuleseged
Michelle Leigh Logue
Pamela Masinko
Jennifer B. Miller
Hajeen Mustafa
Olusola Elizabeth Oparinde
Tracy Paul Palmer Jr.
Ashley Burdette Procter
John Conrad Quinn
Khalid Rajahn
Deepa Rawat
Katie Severens
LaQuisha M. Smith
UnChantria LaTrease Smith
LaWanda Stephens-Sanford
Beverly Michelle Stone
Ashley Camara Fishburne Thorne

Special Education
Briauna Bagley
Rodrick O'Neal Baker
Rebecca R. Baldwin
April Dyan Ballenger
Darilynn Marie Bernard
Emily Bishop
Karen Rose Bito
Johnnie Aaron Blankinship Jr.
Lawrence E. Blomberg
Kaylee Robinson Brewer
Heather Denise Brothers
Jimmy Brown
Nataly Bryant
Emily Kerstin Byne
Paula A. Campbell
Heather E. Carlson
Melanie Suzanne Carroll
Christopher Tyree Carter
Melissa Tucker Churchill
Kylie Eleanor Cody

Constance Lorraine Colley
Kate Sherrill Collings
Bettina Collins
Edward Ronarda Colson
Adrian Michelle Colton
Linda B. Colwell
Kaylan McKenzie Cooley
Carissima Elaine Coyle
Mary Margaret Cummings
Christina Daniel
Miyosha L. Daniel
Porsha Davis
Chelsea Emily Elise Dirton
LaSaundra Dudley
Jeannie Lynne Dukarski
Robyn M. Dunnam
Felecia Rachell Dunson
Maya R. Echols
Audra Bryant Eckert
Denise C.W. Feehan
Ada Jessica Finch
Nakara Niala Flippo
Thuy Duong Nguyen Garza
McKenzie Smith Gay
Christy I. Gilley
Shani Luisa Rose Gonzalez
Lauren B. Gorsky
Sarah Jones Gourley
Angela Kay Green
Loren Ima Gutierrez
Alicia Halicks
Kelly Hamilton
Jennifer L. Hampton
Tiffany Haney
Barbara Nicole Hernandez
Charmion Heyward
Erin Hill
Renee Holden
Katherine Ely Holmes
Rashelle Lynn Jackson
Alycia Danielle Jenkins
Robert Lee Johnson
Amanda Elaine Stacy Jones
Celeste Davis Jones
India Natee Jones
Sabrina Diane Jones
Sydney Kay Jones
Sophie Joseph
Russ Kagan
Courtney Kathleen Kawa
Caitlin Brown Kight
Magen Elizabeth Kittrell
Katherine Kurney
Angela Lack
Anna Lewis
Donna Sheri Lopez

Brian Lovely
Reginald Ricardo Mack Jr.
Tiara Manigault
Amanda Rae Mann
Amanda LeAnn McAllister
Darcy Michelle McFarlane
Shaquira Alexus McGrath
Megan Elizabeth McKenna
Renea McLemore
Joe L. Mitchell
Chloe Joiner Mobley
Deborah Nesmith
Jennifer Ann Nowicki
Hope Nnenna Onyeukwu
Jarmea Boone Paden
Jennifer Pantazopoulos
Anthony Robert Pape
Nicole Payne
Ashley Pena
Jana Phillips
Freddrick Courtland Powell
Julia Rose Powell
Jennifer Lee Power
Elizabeth Price
Kristi Leigh Pritchard
Katherine Mary Proctor
Gabrielle Tiara Pusha
Robyn Racey-Wehr
Jennifer Brooke Reed
Kathryn Leigh Ressler
Beverley S. Ricketts
Delaney M. Ritchie
Greta Roberson
Emily Cristina Roberts
Sheena Collette Robison
Lorin Alexander Rosado
Regina Denise Ross
Keynetria Lah'Shae Sample
Kaci Jackson Sanderson
Tendai Kibibi Lumumba Sanford
Chelsea Savage
Casey Schmidt
Ansley Scoggins
LaDesia A. Scott
Venesia Samuels Scott
Cynthia Leigh Shaw
Deanna Shelow
Faizah Shirley
Amanda Sills
Michelle Hamlet Sloan
Alisha R. Smith
Marilyn Soto
Sarah J. St. Fort
Lori Denise Standberry
Claudia Michele Stewart
Nicole Janine Stewart
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Margaret Clare Szarowicz
Nelsenia Harrison Tate
Angela Pendergrass Thomas
Nicholas J. Tinkey
Sarah Tucker
Kimberly Monique Turner-Rogers
Dorian Elizabeth Venable
Cynthia Volckmann
Charity Ann-Marie Walker
Michelle Cain Washington
Danielle Ashleigh Wentworth
Laurel McDaniel Westbrook
Brandon Joseph Westerman
Jennifer Elizabeth White
Sara Elizabeth Wilcox
Lori Peacock Williams
Peyton Leigh Wilson
Erin Michelle Wohlfeil
Parker Copeland York
Larissa Ann Zitzmann

doctor of education in higher 
education adMinistration

Emmie Leigh Cass
Rose Colored Glasses: Inequalities In 
Collegiate Athletics From The Female 
Student-Athlete Perspective: A Qualitative 
Study

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Su Jara-Pazmino

Rebecca Ann Free
Charting the Course: Institutional 
Characteristics and Their Role in Predicting 
Primary Modality Enrollment at Select 
Community Colleges

Faculty Advisors: Dr. Reena Viswanath &                        
Dr. Tommy Jackson

Austina McFarland Jordan
A Phenomenological Study Examining 
Faculty Librarian Experiences Supervising 
Student Assistants In Academic Libraries

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Jesse Brock

Melanie Lynn Spriggs Largin
Historical Characteristics of the Learning 
Support Math Population at a Two-year 
College and Impact on Time to Graduation 
for STEM Students

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Dena Kniess

Ceimone Henderson Strickland
Examining the Relationship 
Between Academic Achievement and 
Accommodation Use for Students with 
Disabilities

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Jesse Brock

Sade Lorraine Tramble
Where are all the Black females in the STEM 
pipeline? The essence of Black females in 
STEM majors at a predominantly White 
institution

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Natasha Ramsay-Jordan

doctor of education

School Improvement 
Rebecca Christine Axelrod
Teacher Usage and Perception of Evidence-
Based Resources for Working with Students 
with Emotional and Behavioral Disorders

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Katy Green

Jody Marie Barbre
Examining The Role Self-Perception Of 
Reading Level Plays In Determining 
Reading Motivation And Habits Of Early 
Adolescents

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Laurie Kimbrel

Arminda Lynn Fueston
Virtual Middle School Teacher Perceptions 
Of Social-Emotional Learning On Student 
Engagement

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Elizabeth Pope

Taylor Brooks Nunez
After Coach Endorsement: The Continued 
Professional Development Needs of the 
Instructional Coach

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Jean F. Ruffin

Stephanie Denise Reynolds
Collective Teacher Efficacy: Overcoming 
Socioeconomic Barriers In Title I 
Distinguished Schools To Increase Student 
Achievement

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Georgia Evans

Sarah LeDuc Sansbury
 The Librarian’s Role in Fostering School-
Wide Positive Reading Culture in Georgia 
Schools

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Jean F. Ruffin

Nicole Vidiri Silva
Preschool Special Education in Peril: 
Administrators' Perspectives on Educational 
Impact, Equity, and Solutions

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Jean F. Ruffin

doctor of education in 
professional counseling and 
supervision

Betsy Brafman Alpert
Factors Influencing Georgia High School 
Counselors’ Adoption Of The Dual 
Enrollment Accelerated Career Diploma 
Program Within Their Schools

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Julia Whisenhunt

Lindsey Rachel Fisher
The School Counselor's Role in the 
Implementation of Suicide Postvention 
Protocol

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Julia Whisenhunt

Stella Maris Mejia
Strength In The Margins, Latinx Academic 
Success; Implications For School Counselors

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Julia Whisenhunt

Emma Guy Shelnutt
Stakeholder Perceptions of the Effectiveness 
of a Calming Space in a Georgia Secondary 
School

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michele Pinellas

Kayla Kelley Waters
Examining Secondary School Counselors’ 
Experiences When Working With Students 
With Problematic Internet Behaviors

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Julia Whisenhunt
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Master of arts                 
English                        

Kain Tatsuma Kibodeaux
History                        

Camille Olivia Coe
Jason Michael Gaddy
Samuel Aaron Hudson
Deborah Ann Wold

Psychology                        
Gabrielle Beasley
Erica Pearl Gregory
Anijah Rae Hall
Janelle Yasmine Moton

Master of science  
Applied Computer Science

Emily Elisabeth Estrada

Sylvia Chinagorom Nwankwo
Taylor Nicole Robinson
Michael Boyd Seshul Jr.
Lilth Vanest-Hood
Makayla C. Washington

Sociology
Riley Marie Smith

Master of Music  
Jennifer Lynn Fulkerson
Bailey Harvil-Sevier
Mariam Katie Robinson

doctor of philosophy in 
psychology 
Consciousness and Society

Muhammad Azam Khalid
Making Development Developmental: 
Resources From Josiah Royce And Charles 
Peirce’s Reading Of Evolutionary Thought
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Lisa Osbeck 

India Court MacWeeney
Beyond Description: Writing The Mind 
Undone
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Talia Weiner

College of Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences

Dr. James 'Earl' Perry College of Mathematics, Computing, and Sciences

Richards College of Business
Master of Business adMinistration

Joseph Anning
Alyssa Lynn Bennett
Taylor Lynn Bloomer
Aiza Joniya Bradley
Sydnei E. Bumpas
Christen Taylor Copeland
Juliet Alfred Desimhi
Fatou Mami Diagne
Karyn Ekpo
Naeemah Sade Grant
Camryn Jonathan Jeffries
Isaac Hosea Joseph
Destiny Cherelle Kilgore
Keleigh E. McGill
Jalen Devon Moore
Kimberley Anne Nesselroad

Ezekiel Vaughn Newhouse
Taiwo Paul Onyekwuluje
Oliwer Karl-Johan Persson Toiminen
Yoshie Akemi Phillips
Tyne Wonita Pile
Caitlin V. Pirkle
Elijah Wesely Redick
Carley B. Robinson
Keino Charles Robinson II
Ryan Parker Sammon
Victoria Suzanne Schmer
Jerenis Marie Spaulding
Kayla Grace Thomas
Zoie Kayla Whitestone

Master of professional 
accounting

Joseph Anning

Camryn Jonathan Jeffries
Carly Hope Johnson
Austin G. Mason
Morgan Taylor Tingle
Caytlin Lynn Woodall

Master of science

Applied Business Analytics
Blessing Ameh
Titilope Rosemary Falola
Verseo'ter Shamsen Iyorkar
Kabwe Clovis Mulenga
Michael Oppong
Mathias Nicolas Vera Sr.
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University College
Master of arts

Criminology                    
Abigail Grace Griffith 
Taylor LeeAnn Teague
Alexa Sierra Wilder

Master of puBlic adMinistration  
Emily Anne Baldwin

Krystina Me'Chelle Bennett 
Senika Shawtise Brown
Latanya S. Buckner
Rocquel G. Carrecter
Tiffany Dawn Coles
Janelle Lynette DeBerry
Patrick Fulton Jr.
Kennae LeMary Hunter

Lyndon B. Johnson Jr.
Jeremy S. McCallister
Yusuf Donald McCaskill
Egon Tyler Reich III
Tyler Lawrence Smith
Tina Chiquita Treadwell

International Graduates
Blessing Ameh
Nigeria
Master of Science Applied Business Analytics

Juliet Alfred Desimhi
Nigeria
Master of Business Administration

Verseo'ter Shamsen Iyorkar
Nigeria
Master of Science Applied Business Analytics 

Michael Oppong  
Ghana
Master of Science Applied Business Analytics 

Oliwer Karl-Johan Persson Toiminen
Sweden
Master of Business Administration

Deepa Rawat 
India
Specialist in Education Secondary Education & 
Teaching

Muhammad Azam Khalid
Pakistan
Doctor of Philosophy Psychology 

Kabwe Clovis Mulenga 
Zambia
Master of Science Applied Business Analytics 

Sylvia Chinagorom Nwankwo
Nigeria
 Master of Arts Psychology 

University System of Georgia senior institutions are allowed to recommend to the Board of Regents honorary degree recipients for each 
academic year. UWG’s basic criteria for an honorary degree recipient are notable achievements in an academic field, the arts and letters, 
the professions, or public service. Nominations are solicited from the college community and are reviewed by the Honorary Degree 
Committee, which makes nominations to the president. The president then submits a candidate’s name to the University System staff for final 
consideration by the Board of Regents. The chancellor then makes a recommendation to the Board of Regents. 

UWG began awarding the Doctor of Humane Letters in 1996, and recipients of this honor include: 

Honorary Degrees

Roy Richards  Jr., 1996
Dr. Julian Stanley, 1997
Howard “Bo” Callaway, 1998
Millard Dean Fuller, 1999
Dr. Nikki Giovanni, 2000
Dr. Richard Neal Zare, 2001
Alice H. Richards, 2002

Dan T. Cathy, 2004
Richard H. Glanton, 2005
Dr. Andrew C. von Eschenbach, 2006
Dr. J. Willis Hurst, 2009
Robert J. Stone, 2012
A. Paul Cadenhead, 2012
Phillip E. Kauffman, 2013

Stephan Lyall Penley, 2014
Melissa P. “Missy” Dugan, 2016
Steve R. Adams, 2017
Nellie Duke, 2018
Laura Richards, 2018
Zachry "Zac" Brown, 2023

School of Communication, Film, and Media
Master of science

Digital and Social Media 
Communication

Sydney Alexa Blackmon
Austen Neal Clay

Cassidy Lynn Eytel
Maria Genovese
Megan Rose Gross
April Anne Hitchcock
London Shyann Hornsby

Thelma Leanne Kirk
Christen Knight
Jackson Thomas Witsell
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Welcome from the Alumni Association

Congratulations on your graduation from the University 
of West Georgia, and welcome to the Alumni Association! 
You have joined a distinguished group of people who have 
graduated from or attended UWG. We represent a group with 
a variety of socioeconomic and ethnic backgrounds, vocations, 
ages, and opinions, but one thing we resoundingly share is our 
dedication to the University of West Georgia. 

Every graduate of the University of West Georgia is a member 
of the UWG Alumni Association. We strive to keep you 
connected to your alma mater long after you graduate and 
support you along your journey through life and your career. 
You belong at UWG as a student and as a graduate. We invite 
you to engage with the Alumni Association through joining an 
alumni network in your area, attending events on campus or 
virtually, following us on social media, and keeping in touch 
with us. Remain an active member of the UWG community as 
you participate in UWG traditions like Homecoming and  
A Day, UWG’s annual day of giving.  

You’ll also have opportunities to invest in UWG as you 
volunteer your time to speak to a class, mentor a student, and 
make career connections. You can show your UWG pride as 
you celebrate UWG with your networks and on social media or 
cheer on the Wolves at an athletic event. Your opportunities to 
continue your connection to UWG are almost endless.  

We will reach out to you soon. You can also learn more at 
westga.edu/alumni and keep up-to-date with the latest alumni 
and university news. We look forward to your involvement with 
your Alumni Association and to seeing you again soon! 

       Mr. Christopher Sanders '03
  Chair of Alumni Association
  Board of Directors 

/uwgalumni @uwgalumni
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Leadership

university of West georgia foundation inc., 
executive coMMittee

2024 – 2025 Trustees
Gary Kinard '91, Chair
Josh Chapman, Vice Chair/Real Estate Committee Chair
David R. Edwards, Treasurer/Investment  & Finance Committee Chair
Honey Shackelford '76, Secretary
Ann Newman '01, Past Chair
Dr. Ashwani Monga, Interim UWG President
Allyson Bretch '14, CEO/Vice President for University Advancement 
Tonya Byrd, Board Development Committee Chair
Christa Pitts '97, Resource Development Committee Chair
Dr. Jason Thogmartin '06 '07, Audit Committee Chair

university of West georgia leadership

Dr. Ashwani Monga, Interim President
Dr. Jon A. Preston, Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic 

Affairs
Allyson Bretch '14, Vice President for University Advancement and 

CEO of University Foundations
Dr. André L. Fortune, Vice President for Student Affairs 
Scott McElroy, Vice President for Business and Financial Services 

and Chief Business Officer
Kimberly Scranage, Vice President for Strategic Enrollment 

Management

university systeM of georgia

Board of regents

Dr. Sonny Perdue, Chancellor
Harold Reynolds, Chair
T. Dallas Smith, Vice Chair
Tom Bradbury
David B. Dove
Richard "Tim" Evans
W. Allen Gudenrath
Erin Hames
Bárbara Rivera Holmes
Samuel D. Holmes
James M. Hull
Cade Joiner
Patrick C. Jones
C. Everett Kennedy III
Lowery Houston May
Dan Murphy
Neil L. Pruitt Jr.
Dr. Deep J. Shah
Mat Swift
James K. Syfan III

university of West georgia deans

Dr. Renee Butler, Interim Dean of the Dr. James 'Earl' Perry College 
of Mathematics, Computing, and Sciences 

Dr. Mike Dishman, Dean of the College of Education
Dr. Oliver Duah, Interim Dean of the Tanner Health System School 

of Nursing
CJ Ivory, Interim Dean of Libraries
Dr. Christopher Johnson, Dean of the Richards College of Business
Dr. Karen Owen, Dean of University College and Honors College
Clint Samples, Interim Dean of the College of Humanities, Arts, and 

Social Sciences
Dr. Matt Varga, Dean of the Graduate School
Dr. Brad Yates, Dean of the School of Communication, Film, and 

Media

aluMni Board executive coMMittee

Christopher Sanders '03, Chair
Ashley Bush '11, Vice Chair
Justin Monsewicz '13, Secretary  and Treasurer
Ashlyn Arp '15, Task Force Liaison
Brad Mock '12 '15, Past Chair
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About the University of West Georgia
The University of West Georgia has been a beacon for learning 
since 1906. Originally founded as an agricultural and mechanical 
school, the institution became a two-year college and charter 
member of the University System of Georgia in 1933. In 1957, 
it expanded to a four-year institution and received university 
status in 1996. Today, UWG is a leading residential, doctoral 
comprehensive university that offers a broad undergraduate and 
graduate curriculum based on a liberal arts foundation.

With an enrollment of nearly 14,400  during the fall 2024 semester, 
UWG currently offers 106 programs of study, including two two-
year degrees, 46 at the bachelor’s degree level, 25 at the master’s 
level, six at the specialist level, five at the doctoral level, and 12 
post-baccalaureate, six undergraduate, and four post-master’s 
certificates. The university prides itself on a diverse student body, 
as students come from most counties in Georgia, as well as from 31 
other states and 62 other countries. 

UWG has many ways for students to become involved on campus. 
The university hosts more than 170 registered organizations in 
addition to many intramural and recreational sports. Effective July 
1, 2024, UWG elevated to compete in NCAA Division I Athletics 

as a member of the Atlantic Sun Conference. The university fields 
eight women’s and five men’s intercollegiate athletics teams, as 
well as co-ed and all-female cheerleading squads. Service-learning 
is also a basic tenet of the institution, as it has been recognized by 
the Carnegie Foundation for its institutional commitment to 
community engagement through teaching, research, and public 
service.

Over the past five years, the campus has improved and expanded 
facilities that enhance opportunities for students to thrive and 
succeed, such as renovation to the Biology Building and new 
construction for the Student Health Center and Roy Richards Sr. 
Hall, home of the Richards College of Business. The university 
recently renovated the Humanities Building, home to programs in 
art, English, film studies, history, language, performing arts, and 
philosophy. UWG Newnan has also expanded its location at the 
historic Newnan Hospital.

Visit westga.edu for further information on the university or 
call 678-839-4000 to schedule a tour.



16

Traditions of Commencement

the Mace

During the Middle Ages, the mace was a weapon used in battle, 
but as newer and more powerful military arms developed, it was 
adopted by academia as a symbol of the power of ideas, truth, and 
wisdom. In modern times, the mace is carried to symbolize the 
unity and aspirations of the collegial community.

The mace is constructed of cherry wood, black walnut, hand-
turned walnut, and walnut burl. The institution’s seal adorns the 
head of the mace and complements the presidential medallion.

acadeMic regalia

The academic regalia worn by today’s participants dates back to the 
Middle Ages. The clergy were the literate class, so early academic 
costumes were clerical. The monk’s habit and cowl worn over the 
head were predecessors of the modern black gowns. Hoods and 
capes were also necessary during European winters because the 
buildings where scholars lived and studied were cold.

Over time, gown styles became standardized for the three types 
of degrees. Those holding the bachelor’s degree wear a gown 
distinguished by long, pointed sleeves. Master’s and specialist 
degree candidates wear the traditional black gown with full-length 
square sleeves. The doctor’s gown is faced with a broad strip of velvet 
and has three horizontal velvet bars on each sleeve.

The greatest symbolism is shown by the hood. The bachelor’s hood 
is three feet long with a three-inch band of velvet. The master’s  
and specialist hood is three-and-one-half feet long, faced with a 
three-inch band of velvet. The doctor’s hood is four feet long, faced 
with a five-inch band of velvet. The color of the velvet band on the 
hood indicates the field of study in which the degree was earned 
or granted, and the hood is lined with the color of the university 
granting the degree.



W elcome to Commencement at the University of West Georgia! An 
academic commencement is unlike any other ceremony. The importance 
of the occasion is underscored by the use of symbols and traditions which 
have their origins in the medieval academies. The academic dress, the mace, 
many of the words we use, and even the diplomas themselves derive from a 
long and distinguished academic history. 

We hope you will take time to look through this program. In it, you will 
find explanations of some of the customs and symbols you will witness 
today. We hope your understanding of these academic traditions will add 
to your enjoyment of the commencement ceremony.

We are happy to have you with us today as we celebrate the achievements of 
our graduates.

Welcome!

Alma Mater

Officially Adopted Spring 1984
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